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Now winter is just around the corner it will soon be time for Richard to get
his boots on and start the next round of catchment surveys! For the
communities who have already had their survey it will be time to hold a
community event to present the findings and maintenance report. This
presentation will be open to all community members and will be
advertised once details are finalised.

FLOOD WARDEN TRAINING

Flood Warden Training

Clear that ditch!
What, when and how

Reporting flooding

We want to say a big well done to all our newly trained flood
wardens! The event on 23rd September started with a presentation
from Jo and Nancy about the role of a flood warden; this was
followed by a talk on water safety from Fire and Rescue’s Darren
Black where we got to take advantage of the White Water Centre’s
pumps and see the power of water in action. Richard Jones from
David Smith Associates talked about ditch maintenance and the day
closed with a discussion about the Flood Warning service with the
Environment Agency. We are hoping to run another training session
in January for new recruits. In the meantime check out the Flood
Warden’s Handbook at www.floodtoolkit.com/pathfinder2
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CLEAR THAT DITCH! WHAT, WHEN AND HOW
In the last issue of The Pathfinder Update we talked about riparian responsibilities of clearing ditches
and structures and the consent you will need to complete works on or near a watercourse. We also
promised an article on effective ditch clearing; so here it is!
There are many important reasons to maintain your ditches. It reduces flooding, reduces landowner
liability, enhances the environment and makes for a happier community. Here are some things to think
about before and during maintenance.
CREATE A MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME
It is a good idea to develop a programme that sets out how often and
at what time of year you will carry out maintenance works. The best
time of year to do major clearance works is late September/October
(so now!), before increased winter flows and once vegetation has
begun to die back naturally.
Things to include:
For open watercourses, how much vegetation do you plan to cut
back? When will you remove silt?
For culverted watercourses, how often will you inspect culverts for
blockages or signs of collapse?
For structures along your watercourse, such as weed screens, grilles,
or sluices, include a routine for inspection and clearance, especially
in times of high flow.
MOWING AND TRIMMING VEGETATION
To avoid disturbing animals during breeding season don’t mow banks
between March and mid-July. When you are trimming vegetation, cut
to just above the water level on one side leaving the fringe of the
bank uncut, this maintains some habitat as well as clear flow of water
in the ditch. Make sure not to leave cuttings where they could reenter the watercourse.
DE-SILTING
Removing silt from the bed of the watercourse maintains the ditch’s
capacity to carry water. It is important to consider any impact on biodiversity when de-silting ditches.
Leaving the removed silt on top of the bank for a few days gives wildlife a chance to travel back to the
watercourse. However it is essential that this material does not block the highway grips or get carried on
to the road. Try to maintain the original profile and cross section of the ditch and remove the same depth
of silt along the whole length.
For culverts, specialist tools may be needed to carry out inspections using camera surveys or to jet
through or rod the culvert to clear blockages. Landowners may choose to appoint drainage companies to
do this.
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CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT
Not only do ditches reduce flooding but they can be excellent habitats
so keep this in mind when you’re clearing silt and vegetation. Ditches
may contain species that are protected under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). To find out if protected species
have been recorded on or near your land, contact The
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Record Centre nbrc@wildlifebcn.org
01604 400448, or the Environment Agency’s local Fisheries and
Biodiversity team 03708 506 506.
Ensure that you undertake the majority of your clearance works after
the vegetation has begun to die back in late September/October. Not
only does this make the task easier but, there should also be no
animals nesting or breeding.
The impacts of maintenance can be minimised by using hand tools to
regularly remove obstructions to the flow of water, rather than using
heavy machinery to remove a ditch of all vegetation.
Plan your maintenance to ensure that stretches of habitat are left intact,
for example by trimming alternate banks or lengths of ditch each year.
This ensures that there is always a healthily vegetated area where
fauna disturbed by maintenance can migrate to without being forced to
leave the ditches.
HEALTH AND SAFETY
Do not put yourself or others at risk when carrying out works.
When undertaking ditch clearance works within the highway, give notice to the travelling public. Only
authorised signs should be used and actual requirements would depend on the specific location.
STAYING LEGAL
General ditch maintenance is unlikely to break the law, but if you wish to alter the ditch in any way, or build
near it, you will need to apply for Land Drainage Consent and are likely to require permission from the
Environment Agency, Northamptonshire County Council and/or the relevant landowners (see links below) .
A general rule of thumb is to avoid undertaking heavy works between March and September. If protected
species have been recorded in your ditches, you must ensure their habitats are not adversely affected in
the long term.
FURTHER READING AND ADVICE
Northamptonshire County Council’s Flood Guides: www.floodtoolkit.com/pdf-library
Northamptonshire County Council Guide “Riparian Ownership and Flood Risk: www.floodtoolkit.com/
pdfs/15%20Riparian%20Responsibilities/15.Riparian-responsibilities.html
Northamptonshire County Council advice on consenting for works in or near watercourses:
www.floodtoolkit.com/planning/consenting
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REPORTING FLOODING
IN AN EMERGENCY WHEN THERE IS DANGER TO LIFE CALL 999 OR 112
The nature of flooding depends on who you report it to but it is important to also report it to the county council
via the flood reporting form on the Flood Toolkit. A formal Section 19 Flood Investigation will be carried out by
the county council if one of the following is true:






Has flooding affected critical infrastructure for a period in excess of 3 hours from the onset of flooding?
Has internal flooding of one property been experienced on more than one occasion in the last five
years?
Has internal flooding of five properties in close proximity been experienced during one single flood
incident?

This information may be published publically online. To see if a Section 19 has been carried out near you
visit www.floodtoolkit.com/risk/investgations
If you have a flooding emergency when there is danger to life contact Fire and Rescue on 999 or 112. For
non-emergencies here are the details of who you report the flood to:
Environment Agency
0800 80 70 60 / 0345 988 1188

Main River flooding

Burst water mains and
sewer flooding

Local water company

Anglian Water Services
03457 145 145
www.anglianwater.co.uk/help-and-contact-us/
contact-us/enquiry/
Severn Trent Water
0800 783 4444
www.stwater.co.uk/in-my-area/report-a-problem/

Flooding on motorways
and some A-roads (A5,
A14, A45, A43)

Highways England
0300 123 5000
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/highwaysengland

Flooding on other roads

Northamptonshire Highways
0300 126 1000 / 07000 782 112
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/streetdoctorapp

Surface water,
groundwater, ordinary
watercourses

Northamptonshire County Council
www.floodtoolkit.com/emergency/report-flood/

IDEAS FOR NEXT TIME?
If you have any articles you would like to be included in the next issue, or topics that you would like us to
cover please send them to nbaines@northamptonshire.gov.uk
Don’t forget to join our Facebook group: www.facebook.com/groups/northantspathfinder/

Emergency Planning

